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A Note From the Editors 


Kelvin, 


Welcome to our final issue of the decade. Which also 
happens to the second as co-editors for Amy and I 
It’s all going very fast over here, clearly. 


We were thrilled with the overwhelming positive 
response to the last issue, as well as the quantity and 
quality of the submissions we've received this time 
around, and I want to say thank you to everyone who's 
worked on the Paperclip this year so far, and anyone 
who has just picked up a copy and read it. There is 
nothing I love more than seeing our hardwork pay 
oft by people enjoying our publication, it means the 
world! If you've showed any interest in the Paperclip 
in anyway, from the bottom of my heart, thank you. 


An especially specific thank you to Mr. Gregory, Mr. 
Burdeniuk, and Mr. Young, without whom there 
would be no Paperclip. 


This issue is an absolute treat: we feature a greatly 
diverse selection of articles on a wide variety of 
topics, so I hope everyone can find something that 
really speaks to their interests! Enjoy! 


With love, 


Lydia Venema 


Kelvin, 


The first-ever Winter edition of the Paperclip is in 
the books! After receiving so much support and 
appreciation for the Fall issue, Lydia and I were 
fueled and ready to put another one together. 


It was exciting to see so many submissions come in 
(even more than in the first issue!) and to be able 
to produce an issue that features such an array of 
articles. 


As always, a huge thanks goes out to Mr. Burdeniuk, 
Mr. Young and Mr. Gregory for allowing us to pester 
them with questions, creep into their classrooms with 
new articles to edit or to format during spares, and 
for providing a never-ending fountain of advice. 


As well, thank you to Yearbook for allowing us to use 
their beautiful photos; the issue wouldn’t be the same 
without them. 


I hope you enjoy reading this issue as much as Lydia 
and I did; we are very proud of all of our contributers. 


Until next time, 


Amy kong 
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Athletes of the Month 


by Danny Lam and Martina Barclay 


Grade 10 student Kate Stephenson came out firing on the 
volleyball court this year. She was a key member on the 
Junior Varsity Girls team this year, often leading her team as 
one of the highest scorers in any given game. T'hroughout 
the season, the Junior Varsity Girls improved their game 
in every aspect, from increasing their hitting percentage 
kill to improving their passing rates by over 25%. Their 
improvement undoubtedly was credited to Kate. Her 
teammates recall their captain as one of the most supportive 
and uplifting individuals on the team. One of her teammates 
says, “Kate always made the practices more fun. She never 
failed to make us laugh during practice and also always 
motivated us to work hard every practice.” Kate led her 
team to a 4-4 record during the season and her team often 
placed well in tournaments. Her leadership and authority 
on the court has earned her the spot of the grade 10 Athlete 
of the month. Congratulations, Kate! 


Senior Adam Krestanowich has proven himself to be a 
powerhouse forward and a possible contender for league 
MVP this month. With 18 points in just ten games played, 
Adam is currently leading the team in points and goals. He 
is also fifth overall for goals (with 14 to date) and twelfth 
in points in the entire league. He scored a hat trick in the 
boys’ homecoming game against Béliveau, keeping the 
team involved in what would be a very close game until the 
end. Not only does Adam have a knack for finding the back 
of the net, as one of the assistant captains he demonstrates 
strong leadership qualities on and off the ice. He is a physical 
player with great play making ability and a strong voice in 
the room. Congratulations, Adam! 


Grade 11 student Sam Lamont had an exceptional cross 
country season this year. The young athlete played a 
prominent role in his team’s success, placing Ist in all three 
of the Winnipeg School Division cross country races. His 
dominant performance in races helped his team secure 
the title as the Winnipeg School Division Champions on 
October 2nd. Sam’s commitment and passion inspired his 
teammates to work hard at practice everyday. His mentality 
to always get better, both as an individual and as a team 
resulted in a second place finish for the Kelvin Varsity Boys 
at the MHSAA provincial race at the Stoney Mountain Ski 
Area on October 22nd. Sam placed 4th overall, competing 
against both grade 11 and 12 students. As a junior, Sam 
hopes to lead his team to many more championships this 
year, as well as next year. For his strong leadership qualities 
and love for the sport, Sam Lamont has earned his spot as 
the Grade 11 athlete of the month. Congratulations, Sam! 


Potlucks Make Up for the Pain 


by Sam Rothman 


The 
anticipation, the camaraderie, the waves of charging feet, 


biting wind and freezing rain, the nervous 


energy-sapping mud and a clearly uneven ground, the 
Cross Country Provincial Championships are about as 
close to the experience of a medieval battle as you can 
get without firing catapults and being struck with a spear. 


There is pain, though. In fact, Cross Country running 
may just be one of the most painful sports in history. 
There are the agonizing nerves right before the race and 
the flailing elbows at the start line, followed by multiple 
waves of fatigue during the race and the realization that 
the hills are probably growing five times larger each step 
you take. So how did Kelvin’s Cross Country team pull 
through with a gold and two silver medals at the 2019 
Provincial Championships on ‘Tuesday, October 22nd? 


Well, despite battling each other for one spot closer to 
the finish, Cross Country is a team sport. Every single 
team member contributes to, and earns a part of a 
Championship title. The close bonds between runners 
show how much they need each other for support in every 
meet they race. ‘This was exactly the case for Kelvin, as 
the athletes helped inspire one another during the meet 
and the season prior, and it was this teamwork that helped 
surpass the great inevitable pain succumbed to running 
Cross Country. 


An outstanding performance from each of Kelvin’s 
athletes gave the team something better than a few medals. 
It gave them pride. Grade 9 athlete Lara Hodges led the 
Junior Varsity girls to a 


lst place win, finishing first for Kelvin in the 3k and 
Othoverall: “Joining the Cross Country team during my 
freshman year was without a doubt one of the best decisions 
I’ve made. At first, I was a little scared to join the team, 


but coming to my first practice and seeing how welcoming 
everyone was instantly made me feel like I belonged. From the 
potlucks to the karaoke bus rides, I couldn’t be happier to have 
been part of such an amazing team, and to have been given 
the opportunity to make countless memories [ll remember for 
the rest of my life.” said Lara, commenting on her first year 
on the team. Grade 10 athlete Yannick Bohm finished first for 
the Kelvin Junior Varsity boys 4k and 26thoverall. ‘The Varsity 
girls received a silver medal in their 4k race with graduating 
athlete Sophie Harms finishing first for Kelvin and 17thoverall. 
Grade 11 athlete Sam Kirkland, better known by his stage 
name Sam Lamont, led the Varsity boys to a 2ndplace title in 
their 5k race and 4thoverall. Among many lessons he learned 
from this year’s provincials, Sam wanted to share that “just 
because you think you know your competitors and how they’ll 
do, doesn’t mean that’s at all what will happen, so you should 
never decide who will win before they’ve actually won.” 


This supports the idea that one of the biggest aspects of Cross 
Country running is mentality. The amount of self-confidence 
you need is incredible. It is this attitude that powers most of 
your race. Cross Country is not simply about the race itself. 
It is all about what you do to prepare for the race. Cross 
Country is lying awake in bed the night before a big meet 
because your mind refuses to obey your legs’ pleas for sleep. It 
is hard work; the kind of hard work that builds strong muscles, 
stronger minds, and even stronger characters. Cross Country 
is running side by side with an opponent and hoping they are 
just as exhausted as you, but never allowing them to know you 
have no idea if you can hold this pace. It is a bond between 
runners from opposing teams that is frayed during the heat 
of the race but melts into lasting friendships on the podium. 
Cross Country is the incredible satisfaction one gets from 
doing the work necessary to improve. It is about losing—a 
lot—and coming back the next race determined to lose by 
less. And let’s not forget the post-race potlucks, the time when 


we all come together after a race— despite being totally 
exhausted and intensely sore —and enjoy each other’s 
company, discuss how awful that race was, and share in 
the food and spirit that everyone brings. 


Graduating athlete and co-president Danny Lam had 
this to say about his experience on the team throughout 
his high school years: “Joining the Cross Country team 
has been one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. I’ve 
made so many great friends and so many memories 
while on the team. One of the things that I will miss 
the most...would definitely be the potlucks — those 
were really fun. More importantly however, I will never 
forget the sense of community and inclusion that I felt... 
and how much we laughed together. I would strongly 
encourage every Kelvin student to join the team, even 
if you aren’t much of a runner! Overall, it’s just a great 
community to be in and I know that everyone will have 
lots of fun on the team.” 


Cross Country isn’t supposed to be easy. But that’s the 
point. The harder you make it for yourself and the more 
challenging the terrain, the greater the endorphin rush 
at the finish and the more accomplished you feel. The 
sport rewards you with new levels of self-confidence, 
long-lasting friendships, and amazing memories you will 
never forget. From tempo runs and fartlek workouts in 
the pouring rain to Mr. Campbell’s so-called acid 30s and 
running in three feet of snow, you will be taught that you 
can push your body to limits you didn’t know you had. 


I encourage everyone to join the team and be a part of 
something special. Cross country is not for all, but for all 
who are unafraid to try. 


Grade 11 athlete Evan Offord would like you all to know 
that “you should never try to count all the runners ahead 
of you to determine which place you’re in during a race. 
It just might ruin your chances.” With Mr. Offord being 
in his second year in the IB program, I’m sure he knows 
what he’s talking about. 


On that note, amazing job to everyone! Cheers to a great 
season, and we'll see you all next fall! 


“JV GIRLS 
cross county 


| CHAMPIONS 


2019-2020 


Hockey Homecoming 


by Martina Barclay 


On Wednesday, November 13th, students from all grades 
at Kelvin huddled together in the cold River Heights 
arena to cheer on the boys and girls hockey teams in their 
annual homecoming hockey games, which fundraise for 
the Holiday Breakfast. This highly anticipated game is the 
favourite (and just as nerve-racking) game of the season for 
many of the players, as alumni, teachers and peers come 
out to show their support. 


The girls team played our rivals across the street, the St. 
Mary's Academy Flames. After losing 4-2 to the Flames 

in last year's charity game, the Clippers were looking for 
redemption this time around. ‘The first period showed the 
Flames with the majority of the puck possession, scoring 
three goals to take the lead early. The Clippers bounced 
back in the second period with strong play from goalie 
Lydia Adamus. Co-captain Bridget Smith got the team’s 
first goal after a nice individual effort to split two defenders. 
The Clippers came within one as junior Jaden Tanner 
found the back of the net to give the girls some momentum 
going into the third. With a powerplay to start the final 
period, the Clippers had a big offensive push with plenty 
of chances, but unfortunately were unable to capitalize. 
They stuck with the Flames until late in the third period, 
where they ultimately lost 7-2. 


The Kelvin boys hockey team played the league’s 
undefeated team, Collége Béliveau. Béliveau scored 

early in the opening period but the Clippers bounced 
back quickly as Adam Krestanowich wired one past the 
opposing team’s goaltender. It would be a very back and 
forth game as Béliveau would score the next two goals 

and senior Adam Krestanowich would score again to keep 
it close. The boys never gave up, with each line getting 
prime scoring chances. ‘The third Clippers goal came from 


sophomore David Balshaw off the rush. Assisted by both 
of his line mates, this would also mark Aeden Loschiavo’s 
third assist of the game. Despite an eventual hat trick from 
Adam Krestanowich and a strong effort from the entire 
team, the boys fell 7-4 to College Béliveau. 


Thank you to everyone who came out to support both 
teams and the Holiday Breakfast! ‘The girls are in action 
next on December 9th at 4:15 against Selkirk and the boys 
on December 11th at 4:15 against Stonewall, both games 


will take place at River Heights arena. 


The End of an Era: Football Season Recap 


by Evan Offord 


The Kelvin Clippers football team did not finish the season 
the way they had hoped. The first AAA season in half a 
decade ended with three straight losses. 


Heading into the second-to-last game before the playoffs, 
the Clippers held a mediocre 2-3 record with hopes to get 
home field advantage to open the postseason. Coming off a 
win, Kelvin headed to St. Paul’s to play the longtime rival 
Crusaders. 

Unfortunately for all Kelvinites, our Clippers were 
dismantled on the road. The daunting St. Paul's defense 
held Kelvin’s offense to just 200 yards, their 2nd lowest all 
season. Despite the offensive struggles, superstar senior 
Adam Fast had himself an impressive 5 catch, 110 yard 
game, averaging 22 yards a catch. 

On Wednesday, October 23rd, the Clippers played yet 
another game on the road, this time at Sisler. This match 
up was originally scheduled to be played two weeks 
earlier but was moved due to weather conditions. The 
Sisler Spartans came in on an offensive hot streak, which 
was quickly ended against the Kelvin defense. Late in 

the game, thanks to their incredible defensive play, the 
Clippers found themselves within one score of a 3-4 record 
and a generous playoff spot. However, the Kelvin offense 
could not capitalize, and the Clippers lost their second 
straight to finish the season. The final score was 11-3. 


Some regular season offensive stats are listed below: 
Passing: 

#8 Daniel Moroz: 102/204 (50%), 1485 yards, 9 TD, 
8 INT 

Rushing: 

#8 Daniel Moroz: 17 rushes, 145 yards 

#26 Dylan Nicolau: 23 rushes, 65 yards (5 catches, 
41 yards) 

#14 Dason Jesmer-McFarlane: 14 rushes, 36 yards 

(8 catches, 47 yards) 


Receiving: 

#25 Adam Fast*: 35 catches, 600 yards, 7 TD 
#2 Robin Brooks: 23 catches, 414 yards ‘TD 
#17 Liam Stephenson: 17 catches, 199 yards 


*Offensive MVP 


With a disappointing 2-5 record, the Clippers qualified 
for the infamous ‘Toilet Bowl, the game played between 
the two worst teams in the league. Kelvin could not have 
opened the game worse, allowing three early touchdowns 
and doing virtually nothing on offense. ‘The Oak Park 
Raiders (2-5) led 22-0 at halftime. 


The second half was a completely different story. The 
Clippers were making defensive stops, completing passes 
in bunches and running the ball more effectively than they 
had all season. The Clippers had rallied back, taking the 
lead 27-24 late in the fourth quarter. ‘The Kelvin defense, 
who had been very good this season and absolutely 
incredible in the 2nd half, needed to make just one more 
stop. But ‘oh so close’ seemed to be the story for our 
Clippers this season and there's nothing more appropriate 
than losing the toilet bowl on a last minute touchdown. 


The player of the game for the Clippers had to have been 
running back Dason Jesmer-McFarlane, who had 17 rushes 
for 109 yards and two touchdowns in the 31-27 loss. 


Legendary Clipper coach Jon Romu announced earlier 
this season he’d be retiring. Kelvin will surely never forget 
the fantastic rosters Coach Romu has put together and all 
the wins that show for it. As a former member of Coach 
Romu's Clippers, Pll never forget the impact he had on 
me. His positive mindset and no filter locker room speeches 
will go alongside his stunning confidence, charisma and 
hairstyle as he decides to hang ‘em up. Thank you, Coach 


Romu, for everything you've done for me, this school and 
every player to ever have the honour of playing for you. You 
will indeed go down in history with some of the greatest 
coaches Kelvin has had to offer. 


After the last week of football, I sat down and had a 
conversation with a junior defensive back, excited for the 
upcoming season, Matthew “Big Matt” Saranchuk. I asked 
him what his thoughts were on the position of the team 
going forward. He seemed confident in the team’s ability to 
compete. I also asked him what he thought of the coaching 
situation, and if future Kelvin football players need to be 
worried. He told me he isn’t completely convinced Romu 
isn’t coming back. He then added that there are several 
Kelvin staff members that seem fit for the job. Either way, it’s 
going to be difficult for anyone to follow in the footsteps of 
Coach Romu. 


The Clippers finished the season with 2 wins and 6 losses 
through eight games played. Many young talents emerged, 
giving hope for the future at Kelvin. We’d like to thank all 
our seniors for all the years they’ve given to the team and to 
offer lots of luck in their football futures. 


Volleyball Season Recap 


by Danny Lam 


The 2019 - 2020 volleyball season is coming to an end as 
the school prepares students for basketball and track. The 
four Kelvin Volleyball Teams have all occurred success and 
improvement over the last three months. 


The Varsity Girls were crowned as the Winnipeg 

School Division champions on November 15th after a 
dominant performance against the Sisler Spartans in 

the championship finals. The Varsity squad swept the 
Spartans 25-15, 25-22, 25-16. The team went 6-2 in the 
regular season and consistently placed in the top three in 
every tournament. The last tournament ended on a high 
note after the defeat of the JH Bruns Broncos to take 

first place at the West Kildonan Varsity Girls Invitational 
Tournament: “Our practices are always filled with fun drills and 
laughter. So many new friendships were created and I am going to be 
so sad when it is all over. This team is like a family and we could not 
be where we are today without our coaches, Bob Stefaniuk and Coach 
Keisha, as well as our amazing manager Ms. Paquin,” says Kayde 
Bond. The Varsity Girls are now training harder than ever 
for a chance to win the MHSAA Provincial title. 


The Varsity Boys squad also had quite the season this 
year, finishing the season with a 4-6 record in the regular 
season and often placing among the top half of teams in 
tournaments. The Clippers put up a strong fight against 
the Tec Voc hornets in the WSD quarter finals, but were 
unfortunately defeated, losing 19-25, 25-18, 16-25, 16-25. 
Danny Lam, the team’s libero, said, “The season didn’t go 

as expected. We never thought we would be knocked out in the first 
round of the playoffs. It’s sad that the season ts over now but I think 
everyone on my team has learned a lot during the season. We grew 
closer together as a team and learned the importance of hard work and 
cooperation. In my eyes, I think that is much more valuable than a 


trophy, ”. 


The Junior Varsity teams both finished their seasons with a 
4-4 record. Fabio Ferrerira, captain of the JV boys squad 
wrote: “Throughout the Junior Varsity season, there were a bunch of 
players on the team with a lot of potential. I witnessed that potential 
transform into skill. The most difficult part of the season for me was 
not being able to help out my teammates in every situation during 


a game. There were some situations where my only option was to 
support my teammates by giving them a high five. But that’s the beauty 
of the game - it takes an entire team to win a volleyball game, not just 
one person.” 
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World Issues/Opinion 


Sic Semper Tyrannis: The Trump 


Impeachment Proceeding 


by Russel Ismael 


The president of the United States has been in deep 
water for a few weeks after the House of Representatives, 
which is essentially under Democrat control, opened an 
impeachment inquiry against him—which is the act of 
removing someone from office because of criminal offences. 


The impeachment process could be traced back to May, 
when US President Donald Trump was said to have pressed 
the Ukrainian president, Volodymyr Zelensky, into launching 
an investigation regarding the son of Joe Biden, Hunter 
Biden, a man involved in Ukraine business dealings. These 
political machinations were done as to be a step ahead of Joe 
Biden should they come to blows for the presidential election 
(Zapotsky & Miller). If the Ukrainian government were to 
deny such a request, the Trump administration would cease 
supporting their attempts to combat Russia’s encroachment 
by withdrawing $250 million US dollars worth of military 
aid (Zapatosky & Miller). The American president’s actions 
proved to be a miscalculation when a whistleblower complaint 
was filed against him by an intelligence officer in Ukraine 
a few weeks later (Nakashima & Harris). Subsequently, the 
Democrats launched an investigation regarding the call 
as to determine how much ‘Trump can be implicated in 
extortion—believing that this is a “breach of his constitutional 
responsibilities” (Nakashima & Harris). 


‘Trump’s response was to deny any allegations made against 
him; saying that they were a part of the “new hoax” set 
out to undermine him (Janowski). Unsurprisingly, the 
Republican Party decided to stand by him amidst this 
political crisis; vehemently believing that Trump’s accounts 
of the events are factual and that he is only cracking down 
on corruption. ‘They also cited that the Democrats need 
more evidence regarding the context of the phone call 
and the whistleblower complaints, as they believe them 


to be merely hearsay (Zapotsky & Miller). However, even 
when the Republicans denied all subpoena requests for any 
documents that would help with the investigation, these 
suspicions regarding 'Irump’s involvement were eventually 
proven when impeachment investigators managed to obtain 
a transcript of the call that unequivocally tied Trump with his 
corrupt practices (Janowski). Faced with no other options, the 
Trump administration decided to face the music when the 
first impeachment public hearings began. 


Devin Nunes, a Republican that holds a position in the 
House Intelligence committee, lists eight individuals, and 
anyone who aided the anonymous whistleblower in drafting 
the complaint, to step forward and testify (McCausland 
& Moe). One of the key individuals the Republican Party 
hope to hear from was Hunter Biden, as they believed that 
he will be able to enlighten both parties in determining the 
truth of the matter. This request of theirs, however, was shut 
down as the Democrats believed that the Republicans will 
Just use this opportunity to probe deeper into the supposed 
malpractices of the junior Biden (McCausland & Moe). 


By the time of this writing, the hearing processes are still 
an ongoing matter with both sides viciously attacking each 
other with claims that aim to erode their opponent’s own 
claims (“Trump”). However, it would seem very likely that 
this matter would not be resolved as the impeachment 
inquiries will likely be invalidated by the Republican- 
dominated Senate should they remain in ‘Trump’s graces. 
Even then, one must not think too poorly of the current 
events—change can be within arm’s reach. As Helen Keller 
put it, “Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. 
Nothing can be done without hope and achievement.” 
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World Issues/Opinion 


The Evolution of the Hong Kong Protests 


by Alicia Copstein Mercado 


Chan Tong-kai was arrested in March 2018 for the murder 
of his girlfriend Poon Hiu-wing. He confessed soon after 
the arrest, but it was April 2019 when he was charged. 
Unfortunately, he could not be charged with her murder, 
only with money-laundering. Because Hong Kong and 
‘Taiwan have no extradition agreement, and usually 

don’t provide cross-border legal assistance, there was no 
way prosecutors in Hong Kong could charge Chan with 
murder. (“Hong Kong’s...”) 


So, in an attempt to fix the extradition loophole, the Hong 
Kong government published the “Fugitive Offenders and 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation” 
bill on March 29th, 2019. The concern that Hong Kong 
citizens had with this bill was that it could threaten their 
human rights, as it would allow the Hong Kong authorities 
to extradite criminal suspects not just to Taiwan and 
Macau, but also China. (“Hong Kong’s...”) 


The Hong Kongese organization Civil Human Rights 
Front (GHRF) launched the first protest aimed to eliminate 
the bill on March 31st, and then another on April 28th. 
Due to the controversy of the bill, pro-democratic 
legislative councilors launched a campaign to halt its 
discussions. Later, it was announced that the government 
would continue the second reading of the bill on June 
12th. The CHRF launched a third protest on June 9th, 

a march from Victoria Park to the Legislative Council in 
Admiralty, HK. (“Hong Kong’s...”) 


Overtime, protesters escalated from just being anti- 
extradition bill to demanding more human rights. Their 
five demands (“World leaders...”) are the following: 


1. Complete withdrawal of the extradition bill from the 
legislative process; the bill was formally withdrawn on 23 


October. 


2. Retraction of the “riot” characterization; on June 

12th, the protesters outside of the Legislative Council 
were dispersed by police with methods such as kettling, 
firing tear gas, bean bag rounds and rubber bullets. The 
subsequent clash between protesters and the police caused 
the event to be categorized as a “riot”. 


3. Release and exoneration of arrested protesters; many 
of the arrests made at the protests are believed to be 
politically motivated. Also, police were able to arrest 
injured protesters through access to their confidential 
medical data, which is a clear violation of patient privacy. 


4, Establishment of an independent commission of 
inquiry into police conduct and use of force during the 
protests; the only watchdog of the Hong Kong police, the 
Independent Police Complaints Council, is too dependent 
on police co-operation to function. Due to the increasing 
allegations of police brutality, protesters have called for the 
disestablishment of the Police Force. (“As it happened...”) 


5. Resignation of Carrie Lam and the implementation 

of universal suffrage for Legislative Council and Chief 
Executive election; Since the handover of Hong Kong 
from Britain to China, the question of whether to 
implement universal suffrage or not has been somewhat 
discussed. A conclusion was never made. Since 2003, 
Hong Kong citizens have protested to have full universal 
suffrage implemented in the election process for Legislative 
Council members and the Chief Executive. In April 2004, 
universal suffrage was ruled out by the National People’s 
Congress, but not entirely, only before 2012. Since then, 
full universal suffrage has not been part of the election system. 


The evolution of the pro-democratic movement of Hong 
Kong is remarkable. No matter how many people are 
arrested, are injured, are misrepresented by having labels 
like “riot” put on them, they will not stop. 


In an interview, Carrie Lam used a mother-son analogy 

in regards to whether her government will listen to the 
protesters’ demands. She said, “The metaphor that I use is 
that Pm a mother who has two sons. If every time my son 
tells me he wants something and I acquiesce to his wishes, 
for a short time our relationship between mother and son 
will be very good, but once this child is grown, he will have 
regrets. He will ask ‘Mother, why didn’t you remind me 
then?” (“Unelected...”) 


In response, a group of mothers calling themselves the 
“Hong Kong Mothers” organized a march of about 6,000 
people, calling attention to the police brutality used against 
their children who protested, and who actually were hurt. 


They created an open letter on a petition-signing website 
reprimanding Lam for her apathy. They gained more than 
40,000 signatures. ‘The letter (the translator of the letter 
could not be identified) reads: 


“Ms. Lam, the children of Hong Kong do not need you to 
be their mother. Instead, they need you to be a responsible 
and accountable leader who proactively responds to the 
overwhelming public dissent that has been expressed over 
the Extradition Bill, and makes the right decision... How 
egoistic one must be to say that the voices of 1.03 million 
people [are] ‘wayward’?” (“Unelected...”) 


The protests that started in March of 2019 don’t seem 

to be nearing an end. The analogy made by Carrie Lam 
is completely wrong. She's not acting like a mother at 

all. Her government is acting almost totalitarian. ‘The 
protesters will most likely celebrate the New Year fighting 
for their rights, instead of spending it at home with their 
families. The overwhelming international support for this 
movement will hopefully influence a change. If it 
can go from being anti-extradition to resurrecting a 
democratic movement, it can make the Hong Kong 
citizens’ lives better. 
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AROUND KELVIN 


Holiday Breakfast 


By Mackinley Hall 


With the holiday season fast approaching, students at 
Kelvin High School are busy preparing for the annual 
Holiday Breakfast. 


Every year, Kelvin invites an inner-city elementary 
school to Kelvin for a morning of holiday fun including 
a full pancake breakfast and fun activities throughout the 
morning. On top of this, each kid receives brand new toys, 
books, gently used stuffed animals and a stocking with 
essentials including toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, and 
candy of course! This year, 150 students from Pinkham 
Elementary School will be joining us on December 6th. 


For the past two months, every Tuesday and Thursday 
at lunch, students at Kelvin have been invited to make 
decorations for the morning. They have been hard at 
work making invites for every kid, posters for around the 
school, snowflakes to hang up in the cafeteria and light 
bulbs to decorate the school. In the month of November, 
there was a toy drive at Kelvin and kids were encouraged 
to bring in gently used stuffed animals and books. On 
the morning of the breakfast, 150 Kelvin students will 
be partnered up with a student from Pinkham to create 
a positive connection. Through out the year, the students 
will exchange letters and be pen-pals with each other. 


Everyone is involved in the Holiday Breakfast, the track 
team cooks the breakfast and serves the food. The Kelvin 
Dance Collective runs the dancing station, the improv 
team runs the wrapping station, teachers help out at 
stations and in preparation and other students help out 
anywhere there is a need. You can feel the electricity and 
positive energy throughout the school on the morning 
of the breakfast. You can also find the members of the 
Holiday Breakfast team hard at work doing a various of 
different jobs in preparation for the morning; 


This is a Kelvin tradition that is now in its 20th year. This event 
truly brings the Kelvin community together while making a 


difference in our city. 


Around Kelvin 


A Message from Student Council 


by Danny Lam 


The Student Council spent the month of October organizing 


Kelvin's annual Halloween Event! The Halloween event was 
a huge success as participation in the school was at an all-time 
high. The Council was pleased to see that everyone in the gym 
had dressed up and that everyone was having a great time with 
their friends. 


In October, the Student Council also welcomed David Xavier, 
Luke Bell-Scholz, and ‘Tommy Bernabe as their executive 
student council members. If you would like to learn more about 
the executive student council members, there are biographies 
and pictures of each member posted on the student council 
bulletin board in the main hallway. 


Danny Lam, one of the co-presidents of the school, said: “We 
are super excited to have such a great group of students this year! 
We have an amazing bunch of students who are committed to 
Student Council and we have a fantastic executive team! I can’t 
wait to see all of our dreams for the school year come true.” 


The Council is now hard at work in hopes of adding a new 
art mural to the school, as well as to focus on fundraising for 
various events for the upcoming year of 2020. The Council 
is encouraging any students who are enthusiastic and want 
to help out with the art mural or with the planning of future 
events to come to student council meetings every ‘Tuesday in 
room 58 at lunch. 


An Introduction to the Kelvin History Club 


by Russel Ismael 


A month-and-a-half worth of planning eventually paid off 
when the efforts of the History Club culminated in a grand 
display just outside the office in the War Memorial. 


On that day, the young historians assembled large boards 
that outlined all the Kelvin soldiers who served in both 
World Wars, with information ranging from what branch 
of the armed forces they enlisted in to where they were 
killed in action. The students also went the extra mile by 
setting up various arrangements of drawings, old trinkets, 
letters, paintings, videos, and dioramas to be presented for 
the public-eye. Their efforts did not stop there, as they also 
acted as interpreters for the whole day by enlightening the 
curious students who approached them. This was done 
through an in-depth explanation regarding what certain 
artifacts meant (like the old, shattered WWI munitions or 
the curious detail regarding one of the stolen volumes about 
the Kelvin soldiers who served) or by sharing certain stories 
regarding the fallen Kelvin heroes. 


The endeavours of the History Club also seem to have 
piqued the interests of other Kelvin teachers—leading to 
them bringing their classes for a momentary visit to receive a 
presentation about Kelvin’s contributions to previous wars. 
The presentations were received well by both teachers and 
students alike, with some teachers being impressed by the 
accommodations for the two language programs at Kelvin. 
CBC personnel also seemed to share the same opinion 
regarding the presentations when they arrived at Kelvin, 
as they were impressed by the articulate responses they 
received from the club members. The appearance of CBC 
made Kelvin History Club, and by extension, Kelvin High 
School, renowned for a brief period when it was decided 
that their efforts would be broadcasted nationally. 


The impressive work that the History Club put in was 
one of most the notable events that occurred before the 
school’s official Remembrance Day ceremony. Although it 
accomplished what it set out to do, we must not think that 


the club will now fade into obscurity. Their members are 
already discussing potential events that they can plan that 
will match the same quality of their Remembrance Day 
presentations. So, keep an eye out for future events—it is 
always a pleasant experience to learn something new. 


Lest we forget. 


Around Kelvin 


Don’t Date an Electron: An Interview with 


Ms. Davidson 


by Amy Kong 


The direction of an induced electromagnetic field’s current 
opposes the flux change that produced the electric current. 
If a north pole is brought near a coiled wire, it induces a 
north pole, but when it’s taken away, a south pole 1s induced. 


To put it simply, electrons don’t want the north pole when 
they have it, but when it’s removed, an attraction is created 
and the electrons try their best to get as close as possible to 
the north pole. 


In Ms. Davidson’s class, this is known as the bad relationship 


rule, and is why you should never date an electron. 


This is only one of the hundreds of lessons I’ve learned 


from Ms. Davidson over the past year. 


Isat down with her to ask what she thinks about preconceived 
notions of Physics, how she deals with those notions and her 
approach and goals of teaching. 


“We're taught language from birth. We’re surrounded by language.. 
words and language; were immersed in it right from the time were 
born, so when we ask you to go deepex you already feel comfortable 
with it. Math doesn’t seem to come up until you get to school, and it’s 
sometimes presented in a way that’s like “Oh, this is going to hard, 
hang tough.” Telling people something is going to be hard just makes it 
harder... by the time we get to physics, people already have an idea about 
it. Physics is challenging. It’s a different way to think. The newness of 
at 15 what makes it hard.” 


I then asked her about her teaching strategy, and how she 
adapts it to the difficulty of the course. 


“I try and approach things with humour where possible because life 
is too short to be all serious and wound up and freaked out all the 
time. I try to encourage getting off of pattern recognition and just really 
learning how to think. Thinking is important.” 


As a former Kelvin student herself, Ms. Davidson often 
reminds us that she started from where we are right now 


and made clear that the learning never stops. 


“I try and show that I have to think about it too. I try and show that 
it’s not just obvious to everybody. I try and laugh a lot and I try to build 
a safe environment and encourage making mistakes. The fear of making 
mistakes 15 deadly to learning I try to encourage the idea that if you 
don’t get it today, you can get it tomorrow.” 


Her “Hell Week” -- the last week before exams where a quiz 
on each unit from that semester is given every day -- attests 
to that statement. “Hell Week” is not only an incentive for 
exam review (since we can replace two of our lowest test 
scores with quiz scores), but is also a way to show our growth 
throughout the course. She maintained this idea when 
discussing how to persevere through the course, especially 


when we’re struggling in the beginning. 


“Look at all those things you didn’t know before. It’s something worth 
celebrating. I think we’re so focused on 100% in school these days 
that we lose sight of the fact that learning something you didn’t know 
before in of itself is super exciting Im super excited about the things 
that I teach. If you look at it in a different way, it doesn’t have to be so 
painful. You can say “Pm going to climb that mountain and Pm going 
to be proud of myself when I get to the top” instead of “T hate climbing 


mountains.” 


I concluded the interview by asking her what she hopes 


students take out of her class. 


“I think the thing you would take out of my class at the end of the 3 
years, I hope, is an appreciation of education itself and an ability to sit 
through something if it’s uncomfortable knowing that you're going to be 
okay. Obviously, if there’s a bear coming at you, your brain tells you to 
go and that’s okay. If your brain says you're safe, being uncomfortable 
isn’t such a bad thing. That's what life is; you get problems all the time 
and you have to learn how to solve them. And, how to stay calm. Which 


is funny, because I’m never calm.” 


If not for her eclectic attitude, her jazz hands, her disco 
vectors or her affinity for cmnamon hearts and diet Pepsi, 
I will remember Ms. Davidson for being the teacher that 
changed how I learn. I began her class terrified of Physics 
and often dreading walking into room 6 because I knew we 
were about to learn another topic that I wouldn’t understand. 
But, the more mistakes I made, the more comfortable I 
became with figuring out how to fix them, and the more 
okay I felt with moving onto harder problems and learning 
how to learn. In her words, “Yow learn more from a mistake than 
you learn from something being easy.” I may never become an 
engineer, but at least Pll know how to be an independent 


student filled with grit and perseverance. 


And, of course, Pll never swipe right on an electron. 


ARTS & 
CULTURE 


Coffeehouse 


by Lydia Venema & Amy Kong 


On the evening of November 14th, Kelvin students, 
teachers and parents filled the theatre for a night featuring 
much of our school’s own talent. The first Coffeehouse of 
the 2019/2020 school year proved to be a stellar one. 


Sofia Friesen flourished in her new role as host, with a 
little bit of help from future Kelvinite and our co-editor 
Lydia Venema’s little brother Sebastien, who supplied the 
audience with laughter between performances. 


Some performance highlights included: Kathryn Derksen’s 
wild improvised song about spatulas, heartfelt and personal 
spoken word poetry from Lydia Venema and Zena 
Bjarnason, and a beautiful original song from Victoria 
Brimble entitled “Lies”. 


Sofia Friesen stunned with Lilac Jam original “Solace”, 
and Orjazzm’s (Shinji Lance, Christian Romanowski, 
Frank Ireland, Ethan Rudge) fantastic finale had everyone 
grooving along with them. 


Coffeehouse is one of the many wonderful ways Kelvin 
celebrates the arts and allows students to demonstrate their 
talents and passions in front of their peers. Don’t miss out 
on the opportunity to participate in a Coffeehouse, or even 
just to support the performers! 


Arts & Culture 


Horoscope 


by Pepper Marshall 


Astrologically, the Sun has entered Capricorn with the 
new moon and annular solar eclipse December 26th in 
Capricorn. For this winter Paperclip, the horoscopes are 
based around seasonal activities. 


There is lots going on in the sky this month if you happen 
to be interested in sky gazing. There are meteor showers on 
December 13,14, 21, 22, and January 3 and 4. There will 
be an annular solar eclipse on Dec 26th, which is mostly 
visible from the other side of the planet, if you happen to 
be there. 


Aries P 
March 21 — April 19 


Around the holiday season, you may feel very energetic 

and optimistic. You'll be active and may spend time 

doing outdoor activities, like skiing. Just remember to stay 

grounded and don't let your self-confidence run you into a 
tree, 


Taurus Y 
April 20 — May 20 


For most people, the winter break is a chance to have fun 
and go out with friends, but this holiday season you may feel 
a bit drained and unmotivated. Instead of spending your 
break doing new things you may just end up binge watching 
classic holiday movies, which is fine. Just remember to also 
go out and enjoy life. 


Gemini I 
May 21 — June 20 


This holiday season you may feel pulled in different 
directions. You may not think things over carefully and may 
rush into questionable decisions. Skating may be a good 
activity at this time because it allows you to focus while still 
moving quickly. 


Cancer 42 
June 21 — July 22 


This holiday season, you may need to let go of the idea of 
being in control all the time. Let others figure things out 
for themselves, without feeling responsible for them. Just 
relax and drink some hot chocolate, it won't be long before 
everyone will need your help again. 


Leo Q 
July 25 — August 22 


Leos are naturally competitive people, so this holiday you 
may find yourself challenging others; however, this winter 
luck may not be on your side so make sure that you don't get 
too invested in the games. Nobody likes a sore loser. Just have 
a snowball fight with some younger kids, and if they win, don’t go crazy. 


Virgo Th 
August 23 — September 22 


Recently, there may have been some problems in your 
social life. Things may feel out of control and high energy. 
While your first instinct may be to try to solve the problem, 
sometimes that isn’t the most important thing, Think about 
yourself before others, and spend time doing things you 
love. Go tobogganing with some friends, and forget about 
whatever is causing you problems. It’s the holiday season, 
so enjoy it! 
Libra 


September 25 — October 22 


This holiday season will be super fun. You may spend a lot 
of time hanging out with your friends and trying new things. 
Libras are kind and fun so many people may be drawn to 
you. However don’t trust everyone you meet. People will 
try to take advantage of your good nature, so remember to 
stand up for yourself, and your friends. Or just hangout with 
snow-people... Both work. 


Scorpio M, 
October 23 — November 21 


This winter break will be filled with tons of new experiences. 
You will meet new people and try new things. When the 
holiday season is over, you may feel like a whole new person. 
Put your creative skills to work decorating your home, or 
cookies, or your math test. 


Sagittarius X" 
November 22 — December 21 


Happy Birthday Sagittariuses (Sagittaria?). It’s the start 
of a new year for you, and time to regroup. You may 
feel emotional reflecting on your year. You may also find 
yourself sulking in your snow fort with a tub of ice cream, 
disappearing surprisingly fast. Don’t get too emotional this 
holiday season, things will be fine. 


Capricorn Tp 
December 22 — January 19 


This winter break you will be spending time with friends 
and family, and you may be the force that pulls people 
together. You’re standing you are on solid ground for the 
new year. Iry having a bonfire, it’s a great way to celebrate 
the holidays and bring warmth to those around you. 


Aquarius 2% 
January 20 — February 18 


Aquarius are motivated and energetic people, and this 
winter will amplify that. You may have a strong urge to learn 
a new skill, or do something challenging. This will make your 
winter break fun and exciting. Go out and try something 
new, like baking or skeleton. What could go wrong?! 


Pisces # 
February 19 — March 20 


This holiday season your perfectionism may get the best of 
you. You may feel as though everything is going wrong and 
falling apart, while others see the situation as perfectly fine. 
It’s a bit like building a gingerbread house. It looks so good 
on the box, but when you try to build it you want to punch 
something. Don’t obsess over the little things; at the end of 
the day it’s still icing and candies. 


The 2010s: A Decade in Review 


by Lydia Venema 


If you’re in high school now, the 2010s were the first decade 
you lived all the way through (1 hope. I hope no one is older 
than that and still a student here). The 2010s have been our 
world, they have made up the majority of our lives and have 
certainly shaped them. 


The 2010s were a decade ruled by the rise of the Internet 


celebrity, intergenerational misunderstanding, climate 
change, refugee crises, wider than ever political divisions 
between alt-right and alt-left, fear of mass shootings and 
other terrorist attacks, the birth of Cancel Culture, and 


more memes than one could possibly count. 


I reflect curiously on the last ten years. I wonder which 
news stories will replay in my head thirty years from now, 
established as formative events in my life’s experience. I 
ponder which things that occurred around me, at the time 
viewed as just another passing headline, have shaped my 
world view. So, let’s take a look back. 


We begin the decade with a 7.0 magnitude earthquake in 
Port-Au-Prince, Haiti on January 12th, 2010, which kills 
an estimated 230 000 and the world’s attention becomes 
on this small Caribbean country. We continue to be glued 
to our TVs, slowly flipping the channel from CBC to TSN 
when the Vancouver Winter Olympics commence a month 
later on February 12th. Canada secures 26 medals while 
competing in 15 sports, including gold in ice dance by our 
nation’s newest sweethearts: Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir. 
On April 20th, the Deepwater Horizon oil rig explodes. In 
July, Justin Bieber’s “Baby” becomes the most viewed video 
on YouTube. Instagram, a new social media photo-sharing 
app is created by Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger on 
October 6th. 


In 2011, the United States killed Al-Qaeda leader Osama 
bin Laden at his compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan on 
May 2nd. Snapchat is born, and Rebecca Black’s “Friday” 


goes viral and is heard echoing on playgrounds everywhere. 
The final Harry Potter film released on July 7th, grossing 
$1.34 billion at the box office. 


2012 offers us the re-election of US President Barack 
Obama, the London Summer Olympics, and the impending 
doom of the Mayan Apocalypse on December 21st, which, 
much to the relief of myself and all other terrified 9-year- 
olds, never comes to fruition. Pop culture-wise, we all bask in 
the glory of “Call Me Maybe,” “Gangnam Style,” and the 
first Hunger Games film. 


2013 makes twerking mainstream, many thanks to Miley 
Cyrus’ controversial VMAs performance. Pope Francis 
becomes the first Latin American Pope on March 13th. 
Two bombs kill 3 and wound 300 at the Boston Marathon 
finish line on April 15th. The revolutionary South African 
President Nelson Mandela passes away on December 5th at 
95 years of age. 


2014 brings yet another Winter Olympics, this time in 
Sochi, Russia; where the rights of LGBT citizens and 
visiting athletes are highly debated, as the year prior, Putin’s 
government passed an “anti-homosexual propaganda law”. 
Ellen Degeneres’ Oscar selfie becomes the most retweeted 
tweet of all time. We see an Ebola outbreak in West Africa, 
and the rise of ISIS in Iraq and Syria. 


The Syrian refugee crisis in Europe reaches new heights 
in 2015, bringing along with it a rise in conservative, anti- 
immigration rhetoric. Here at home, McLean’s Magazine 
dubs Winnipeg the “most racist city in Canada”, as we find 
ourselves at the centre of our country’s crisis on missing and 
murdered indigenous women. On June 26th, the Supreme 
Court of the United States legalizes same-sex marriage. 
France experiences two series of terror attacks, those centred 
around the office of satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo on 
January 7th, and at 6 different locations around the Ile- 


de-France, the most deadly at the Bataclan Theatre, on 
November 13th. Zayn Malik leaves One Direction and 
the musical “Hamilton” makes Broadway cool again. 


In 2016, Donald Trump is elected President of the United 
States and Britain votes to leave the European Union. 
A generation of pop culture icons pass away, including 
David Bowie, Prince, Carrie Fisher, Alan Rickman, and 
George Michael. Pokemon Go defines the summer, Kim 
Kardashian infamously accuses ‘Taylor Swift of being a 
“snake”, and Beyoncé releases her critically acclaimed, 3x 
platinum album “Lemonade”. 


2017 gives us the first Academy Award win for best 
picture by a film with an all-black cast and/or an LGBT 
protagonist with “Moonlight”. Other big Hollywood 
news includes the Harvey Weinstein sexual misconduct 
allegations, sparking the rise of the #MeToo and 
#TimesUp movements. Hurricanes Maria, Irma, and 
Harvey devastate Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico, among 
other areas. 58 people are killed by gunfire at a music 
festival on the Las Vegas Strip on October Ist, it becomes 
the deadliest mass shooting in American history. 


In 2018, the United Nations declares we only have 12 
years left before the effects of climate change become 
irreversible. Greta Thunberg begins her school strikes 
outside of Swedish parliament. California experiences 
their most destructive wildfire season ever recorded. 
Marvel's “Black Panther” prevails during its theatrical 
release and grosses 1.35 billion at the box office. 


And now, in 2019, the Amazon burns, the first ever images 
of a black hole are released, and New Zealand suffers a 
terror attack killing 50 at a mosque in Christchurch. 
Forbes names Kylie Jenner the world's youngest “self 
made billionaire”, to much dispute, and Billboard declares 
Kanye West's “My Beautiful Dark ‘Twisted Fantasy” the 
best album of the decade. 


No matter what you consider the legacy of the last decade 
to be, I hope we can all agree on a few things: K-Pop did 
in fact go international (whether you're partial to BTS or 
not), the world flocked to the newest ¡Phone every year as 
if the previous year’s had become useless, and damn, we 


grew up. 
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Winter-peg Activities 


by Pepper Marshall 


Winter isn’t fun for anybody, and when you live in a 
place like Winnipeg where the cold seems to never go 
away, it’s even worse. However, there's still a lot you 
can do in Winnipeg over the holiday season. It might 
be cold, but hey, we're used to it. 


The Forks is always an awesome place to hang out. 
There's great food, tons of stores to go to, and in the 
winter you can skate down the river. On New Year's 
Eve, the Forks is a unique place. For no money at all, 
you can go see the fireworks show to celebrate the 
new year. There's also tons to eat, lots of people, and 
afterward, you could go skating. It's a great place to go 
with friends, and to have fun. 


Who doesn’t love to see polar bears?! (From a safe 
distance, and behind a well-constructed fence). Well at 
the Assiniboine Zoo you can! Not only can you go see 
polar bears, wolves, and camels, but this winter there 
will be a light show every evening of December. There 
are tons of things to do including food, entertainment 
and taking photos with Santa. You're not too old! So 
go down to the zoo, and chill with your bear friends. 


It’s hard to talk about winter events without talking 
about Festival du Voyageur. Festival had been one 
of the biggest winter festivals since 1970. It's a great 
celebration of French culture, and there is so much to 
do. For only 15 dollars you can enjoy art, food and so 
much more. It’s a must-do for anyone who is bored 
during the winter. 


If none of these things sounds good to you, there’s 
always more. The Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s Nutcracker 
is playing at the Centennial Concert Hall, a drive- 
through light show at Red River Rx. Let’s no longer 
spend winter being bored inside, go and enjoy these 
events. You won’t regret it! 


t miss 
your chance! 


Sales have started for Kelvin's 2020 yearbook. 
Visit Kelvin's website and click on the banner 
at the top or scan the QR code on the left to 
purchase your book online (a 5% handling fee). 
Or bring $40 cash or cheque 
(made out to Kelvin High School) 
to the office to order your copy today! 


Have an interest in writing, photography, 
art or poetry? Submit your work to The 
Paperchp at thekelvinpaperclip@gmail. 
com! Meetings are Thursdays at lunch 
in Mr. Gregory’s room (room 63). For 
more information, email us or DM us 
on Instagram @kelvinpaperclip. 
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Hush, Hush, Hush 


by Helena Czaykowski 


On days like today, the world holds its breath. Something 
other fills the air, something thin and isolating. The ski lodge 
is full of people, but the trails feel empty, and you feel utterly 
alone. Impressions of others surround you, but they are not 
real. Have they ever really been real? 


Hush, hush, hush, whisper your skis against the snow. Hush, 
hush, hush. Make no noise now, wake no monsters. The 
snow prefers silence. 


On the trails, snow falls. This snow is businesslike, no time for 
flirting and fluttering. Down it streaks, utterly silent, stinging 
your cheeks, prickling your eyes. Snowflakes bring more fear 
than raindrops, these silent fragments, as they race toward 
the ground. When rain falls, it is loud and brash, each drop 
shouting to be heard. Snow creeps down silently; the more 
flakes fall, the quieter the world becomes. One morning you 
might wake up and find yourself buried six feet under, and 
will anyone hear your cries? No, the snow silences all. 


Hush, hush, hush. 


The trails race on, nothing to identify each bend from the last. 
Landmarks are non-existent, there is nothing here but trees, 
dulled as grey as the sky, topped with caps of frosty white. 
You’re alone here, completely. Your human companions 
aren't quite real; the trees are your only true company. They 
know the winter, they know the snow. Though their heads 
are bowed, they haven't given up. They cannot. They will 
not. Quietly, they wave their branches, if for nothing but to 
remind you that you aren't the only living creature in this 
desolate landscape. 


Hush, hush, hush. 


It would be so easy to get lost in here, so easy to be lulled by 
the snow. It’s piling around you, and these manmade tracks, 
these markers of life are disappearing, the tracks becoming 
fuzzy. You are trapped in this small valley between the 
sloping banks. They begin to look inviting, after a while, 
these deep, perfect drifts of snow. Soft as clouds. Warm as 
blankets. You could leave your skis here to be buried by the 
snow, and curl up in a drift like a small animal. You could fall 
asleep like a baby bunny, warm and soft. 


You don’t wake up. The snow falls on. 
Hush, hush, hush. 


You do not notice the fog descending until it is there, a thick 
blanket of white. You wipe your glasses clean, but the fog 
has filled the world, and it makes no difference. The world is 
disappearing, slowly but surely fading behind this curtain of 
fog, this cloud you live in. 


Hush, hush, hush. 


When the apocalypse comes, perhaps this is how it will 
arrive. Without screams or battles or bloodshed, just the 
quiet, slow, fading of the world. Everything is muted behind 
the greys, colour is a luxury of the past. There is nothing 
left but grey snowbanks and grey trees. The bright hues and 
soft pastels of human life have faded to grey, grey fingertips, 
grey expressions. The world feels muted. Empty. The snow 
falls on. 


Hush, hush, hush. 


The lonely mountaintop speaks whispers in your ears. Stay, 
it tells you, stay forever. The snow will keep you safe and 
warm if you’re buried beneath its banks. Lies, you know, but 
still. They're tempting, these soft lies, murmured with each 
snowflake that bites your cheek. But your skis tell you to go 
on, and you do. 


Don’t stop. Never stop. 


Hush, hush, hush. 


Poetry « Prose 


His Piano 
by Hannah Torchinsky 


The rain came down hard. The roof creaked from the 
weight of the water and buckets lined the halls in an attempt 
to catch the rivulets rapidly trickling from every crack in 
the poorly patched ceiling. The kids loved it, splashing in 
the puddles that pooled on the old hardwood floor, little toy 
boats floated from the kitchen into the dining room. The cat 
hid behind the blinds, the youngest child taunting it with a 
rubber duck. 


We couldn’t stop the water. The house was barely hanging 
on as it was- the floor was rotting, the ceiling grimy with 
mold, the brittle windows barely keeping out the smell of 
manure. After four generations, three fires, two wars and 
a tornado, our beautifully timbered farmhouse was dying. 


So we danced and played, enjoying every last second and 
every last drop. Grandpa Cory sat down at the piano for 
the first time since Nana died, running his fingers up and 
down the keys, bringing back the music of my childhood. 
He played the lively melodies that carried years worth of 
memories, all to the tune of Nana’s favorite jig. The rain 
trickled into the old wood, changing the sound of each key, 
but he kept playing, each note a reminder of the life that 
was lived in that old house. 


“Here Nana, look what I got for you!” 


From under the Christmas tree, Jamie pulled a small box 
and handed it to me. I unwrapped the ribbon and managed 
to unclasp the latch on the lid. Sitting in the box was a 
perfect replica of my Grandpa Cory’s piano. 


I gasped at the precious little gift in my hands and my eyes 
filled with tears. I looked to my youngest grandson, not quite 
seven, sitting at my feet. 


“I know I never met Grandpa Cory and I didn’t see that 
piano, but it’s all you ever talk about. Dad and I made this 
for you.” 


I glanced across the room to my son. He had tears in his eyes. 


“It's his piano, Mom. It’s made from his old piano.” 
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Illustration by: Gabrielle Jelly 
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Ozone 


by RK 


A poem written solely using the first words of my phone's note entries 


Oh dear 

Some narcs in July 
Stuck in a birch 

Oh how the sun 

Waits to dream deep 
And water forms a tangent 
Forty days new 

Yet Monday was stuck 
Remember 

The human psyche 

Is covered with weird 


So did you find fire? 


Poetry & Prose 


Timeless 


by rr. 
ilove just how your name rolls right off my tongue 
vulnerable teens 
carefree and young 
spending all of our time 
counting our change 
infatuated, unaware, unfazed 
you sneak in my mind 
teenage days roll on by 
can’t help but think each day leads up to goodbye 
adults seem to forgot 
how the moments we share 
last a lifetime 
isigh 
not taken seriously 
but oh how we love 


ever so fearlessly 


j Wi 
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